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Isfahan as a historic city

• The history of city goes to 2000 years ago.
• It has been the capital of Iran twice.
• During this long history, Isfahan had two major transformations.
• The first change happened 400 years ago when it was selected for 
the capital of Iran during Safavid dynasty which ruled Iran in 16th and 
17th centuries. It became very beautiful city so it was called” half of 
the world”.



• The second transformation happened about 80 years ago when 
it became a modern and industrial city.
• These two transformations were completely different. The first 
transformation which was at 17th century was compatible with the 
traditional structure of the city but the second transformation 
which was at 20th century was in conflict with its past.



Isfahan always had two advantages: 

• First, its location: being in the center of Iran and in the route of Silk Road
• Second, having Zayanderod river. Imagine in a country with water 
shortage, it is a big advantage. That’s why people and also rulers always 
loved this city.
• During the Safavid dynasty, they built a new square in the city called: 
Naghshe Jahan Square, a unique square. The importance of this new square 
is not its size but how this new element was connected to the old part of the 
city. They designed it in such a way that it is well connected to Bazar.



Isfahan has a moderate climate
It is low in precipitation (rain, snow) and

the evaporation is high in Isfahan
• Urban Microclimate
• Temperature and humidity in the city
• Land use and land cover type have a significant 
effect on urban microclimate.
• Isfahan leads to parks and gardens in the west,
but it leads to desert areas in north and east.



• In west areas: because of agricultural lands and gardens, it 
enjoys a better climate.
• In north and east areas: because of being close to the desert, the 
quality of water and soil is very poor and the water is salty.
• In south areas: because of being close to mountain, there is not 
much of water and soil.



Zayanderod river : meaning a river which 
gives life

• This river gives life to many lands and gardens.
• This river starts from Zagros mountain an goes to :Gav-khoni
wetland. The length of the river is about 400 km.
• Geographically, this river is in the lowest part of the city.
• It is a very important element of city life and it flows from west 
to east.
• Lots of music and songs because of this river: Isfahan as the 
capital of music in Iran



• Recently, there has been some inter-basin water transfer 
projects from Zayanderod to other provinces. People at east of 
Isfahan who are mainly farmers are complaining about the 
negative impact of these projects on their lands. 
• Some protests in Varzane in east of Isfahan because of lack of 
water. 



Water dispute
Varzaneh



The population of Isfahan city during 6 decades (from 
1955 to 2015)

• 1955: about 250000
• 1985: 1 million
• 2005: 1.6 million
• 2015: 1.9 million



The population of different counties in the province in 
2015

• In terms of population, Isfahan county has a dominant position. This county had 
more than 2 million populations. 
• Population of province: 5 million
• Next was Kashan with less than half a million.



The population pyramid of Isfahan city

• It shows that majority of the city residents

are young people aged 20 to 35-year-old 



Population Density at municipal areas

• According to census data: most population

growth in the city happened at north and 

southwest.



The population of Isfahan city according to 
municipal areas in 2017

• There are 15 municipal areas. 

• The majority of city population 

reside in: Area 8, Area 10, Area 7, and 

Area 14.

• These four areas accounts for 

about half of the city population.



Area 8, Area 10, Area 7, and 
Area 14

• Area 3 is very important because:

• -It is the oldest part of the city; 

• -lots of historical sites

• -Bazar is here

• -Two main squares are located here: 

• Old Square and Naghshe Jahan Square.



Isfahan has 15 municipal areas with more than 150 
neighborhoods.



Distribution of urban facilities in different 
municipal areas

• Urban Facilities such as: 
• sport facilities, public library, 
• metro stations, bus stations, 
• Hotels and accommodation, 
• cinemas, museums, ….
• In terms of having access to urban
facilities: center and south are much better
than east or west.



• In summary, the city of Isfahan has two axes:
• Natural, and Cultural.
• The natural axis is Zayandehrod (from west to east)
• The cultural axis is Chahar-bagh which is man-made
(from north to south).
• These two axes have crossed each other at 
Sio-Se Pol.



In short, Isfahan can be divided into three 
main rings:

• Areas: 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 10 are the central district. 
• These are the old part of the city with lots of
• historical and cultural sites.
• Areas: 2, 7, 8, 9, 11, 13, 14 are the result of city sprawl.
• They were agricultural lands and gardens which
• added to the city with urban expansion.
• Area: 2 in north-west is completely separated from the
• city and not became urban yet.



Some important social trends in Isfahan 
city (from 1985 to 2015):

• Isfahan has lost its children:
• During the last three decades, the population of children under 15-

year-old has declined sharply (from 41 percent to about 20 percent).
•
• Isfahan is becoming an aged city: 
• During the last three decades, the population of elderly people aged 

over 65 has doubled (from 3 percent to more than 7 percent).



The size of family in Isfahan is shrinking

• Three decades ago, the family

size in Isfahan was about

5 persons but now it is 

shrinking to 3 persons.



• Social Capital : Based on the survey conducted in 2015





Why????

• -A strong lobby convinced the government to locate 
many large and heavy industrial units around the city. 
This policy had some consequences:

• Positive aspects: more wealth (according to the bank 
report)

• Lower rate of unemployment



Negative aspects of the policy:
• The increase of migrants looking for jobs: coming from neighboring counties

• The rapid increase of cars in the city

• The development of new towns around the city

• Air pollution

• Increase of illness due to pollution

• Some environmental problems: in particular, water shortage, lack of water for 
Zayanderod

• Social conflict with neighboring province over the water access



Some final remarks

• The population concentration in Isfahan has been under the influence of 
two factors: natural factors and economic factors (jobs creation).

• Because of these two factors, lots of population concentrated at: west an 
south parts of Isfahan.

• The main obstacles for Isfahan sustainable development are: lack of water 
and heavy concentration in south-west part of the city.

• There is no balance between human activities and environmental capacity. 



• There are too many heavy industrial factories at west and south of Isfahan. 
These factories use the water of Zayanerod river. Thus there is not much 
water left for the farmers on the east part of Isfahan who always had 
access to this water. They have lost their livelihoods. 

• If the factories were located in the east part of Isfahan, it would have been 
much better.

• It addition, the wind blows from west to east. Thus having lots of factories 
in west and south west part of Isfahan means air pollution in the city.



• Heavy concentration and lack of spatial planning for the industry have 
made a lot of challenges for the city.

• The great advantages of this city are: tourism, transportation, and 
university.

• Heavy industry such as steelmaking factory is not good for Isfahan.

• Thank you
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